
THE SOLDIER'S
RESTING PLACE.

A Memorial Day Poem
BY NEIL AUCDONALD.

Oft have / heard borne on the breeze
Faint echoes of sweet melodies,
Sounding as if from distant times.
From harps attuned in other climes,
And strange to tell the place might be
Where jvar once held wild revel

vj
And where the furious cannonade
Aroused the echoes in the glade.
Where earth yawned wide at touch of shell,
Where heroes fought and heroes fell,
No trace remains this verdant May,
But grassy mounds to tell of fray, y£räff*

And where the weeping willows wave
Their drooping branches o'er the grave
Of one who fell in war's array.
The soft winds sigh this summer's day
As if the calm of peace had been
For aye supreme mid such a scene.

J i4
And where the river to the sea-
Ran crimsoned past a verdant lea. c

Where riven trees and scarred hillsides
Once told of war, now naiigh,t abides.
Where death held cöitrt ii\ bättlc's hours,
Biit summer calm a/ic/ bloom j and flowers*1 11 L oM
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Will Pretoria Be the
Boers' "Last Ditch?"

TIIF, Intest utterances of two]prominent men, one on cither
side of the Boer-Brltlsh contro-v versy, would Bcem to Indlcntothnt tlie spirit of neither Is crushed,and that the war will foe pursued t>> thebitter end. Says President Steyn or theOrange Free Siat< : "Wc will light atthe Vnal river, at Pretoria and after¬ward In the mountain:'.. We have noth¬ing to Rain from peace.everything bylighting."

Safe within the guarded confines ofthe "tight little island," thousands ofmiles distant from the roar of battlennd the din <>( conflict, England's pre¬mier, Lord Salisbury, oracularly deliv¬ers himself us follows: .'Under the bril¬liant guidance <t Lord Roberts 200.000soldiers.a larger army than has everbefore been Behl across the same ex¬panse of S'-n.are now engaged in re¬ducing to obedlency to the queen thoseterritories which never ought to havebeen released and in restoring to SouthAfrica the only chance it lias of peaco.development and tranquillity "_There Is little doubt that these twovoice the sentiments of either side.There is as yet no holding out of theolive branch, and if any one thing couldjnore enrage the sturdy Boers than an¬other it Is to be Informed that they areto be "reduced to obedlency to thequeen," which is only another way >fsaying that they will be expected t«>'contribute toward supporting tho royalfamily of Great Britain. It was Justbecause these Boers would not consent!to become the slavish anil servile min¬isters of roynl puppets and refused"obedlency" to n foreign sovereign that jthey 'Urckkod" out from the rape, andthen again far beyond tin- veldt andinto (he mountains, where their capitalIs now situated.
But it Is one thing for Lord Salisburyto declare what his intentions tire nnd'quite unother to force the Boers to Iterms. It is now seven months sincewar was declared nnd Generals Gatacrennd Duller landed in Africa, with theirbnggaRO marked "Pretoria, via theCape," seven long months since thowarcry was raised."On to Pretoria".and what hits been accomplished?At the very outset tie- British were'taken by surprise, nnd the bodies oftroops they had at different points readyfor invasion of the Transvaal Instcnd ofbeing allowed to march forth to ravagennd conquer found themselves, much totheir distrust, surrounded by over-whelmim; forces or the enemy. Thenensued that 1011!,' period of humiliationto which the British were forced, whenone after nnother their ablest generalswalked meekly Into the little traps theBoers had prepared and were broughtto n standstill.
The first engagement of the war wasat Mnfcklng Oct. ir». ]S!Ki. when theBritish were driven behind their In-trenchments. General Yule was forcedto seek refuge in Lndysmlth, his menalmost naked nnd demoralized, nndthere his superior. General White, afterseveral disastrous engagements withthe enemy, withdrew within his forti¬fications and endured for months theBiege that has passed into history.Meanwhile three largo expeditions hadlanded in Africa and were seht forward,one to relieve Klmberley, nnother to in¬

vade the Free Stan and another for the
relief of Lndysmlth. The first, underGeneral Lord Methiion, had not nd-
vanccd more than two days from its

base when It was stopped by an oppos¬
ing1 force of Boers, then allowed to no
on until, ut Modder River, It lost more
than liOO men, and was obliged to stay
th< ro at the Boers' plensure.
Qencral Ruller had Intended to assail

the Free state, but he was alarmed at
the reports from Ladysmlth and cave
the command of the army of invasion
over to Cat.lere, himself going to the
relief of General White. But General
Gulncre walked right Into a Boer trap
at Stormbcrg, and for n long llihe It
was feared that his whole force would
either be captured or destroyed. As for
Bullet*, till the world knows what hap¬
pened to him: In brief, it was 'What
happened to ml the others.he was out¬
generaled, br< ughl to a ,hnll and onlyallowed to ilyht whenever the Boers had
him at a disadvantage and could
slaughter his men without overexpos¬
ing: themselves.
During the flrsl two months of the

war the Boers bad a round half dosen
of the British generals '.bottled up,"
:iinl i her II; v won- kj_pj impl 11f ir
rival of overwhelming re-enforcementa
und -r Lords Roberts and Kitchener.
With tho coming of "Eitllc Bobs"

things took on a more roseate hue. Bythe skillful use of the enormous forces
at his command he Hanked that re¬
doubtable old lion Cronje out of his
lair and eventually caused his sunen- 1
der, with several thousand of his men.
Another great loss to the Boers about
this lime wns the death by disease of
General JOUbcrt and the capture of sev¬
eral foreign auxiliaries who were serv¬
ing In the federal army. All the be¬
leaguered points were relieved but
Mufckitlg, one after another, the Boers
sullenly retreating toward their great
central base in the direction of Pretoria,
This withdrawal, however, can hardlybe called a retreat, since it bad been
anticipated in tho Boer scheme of op-
orations and was expected by them in
Lease the British came upon them In
overwhelming numbers. But they con¬
tinued to harass the British lines of
communication by stuhlen dashes at ex-
p ised points md by gathering In small
d< tached bodies of infantry or cavalry,
and whenever the van of the English
columns rani" up with the roar guard
of their enemies they discovered that
tho snarling boar had teeth, which it
used to good advantage upon the too
sanguine for.
After the Inevitable capture of tha

Free State cnpltnl, Bloemfonteln, Rob¬
erts halted awhile to rest and recuper¬
ate.to perfect bis line of communica¬
tion with the Cape, nearly 700 miles In
length! to replenish his exhausted
stores, and to All the gaps in the caval¬
ry ranks.
I'p to thIs*Jpolnt the respective losp^s

were* all of two to one against the Brit¬
ish, and the number of prisoners, ng-[gregatlng over 4,000, have become a so-
vere tax upon the hospitality of the
Boers, notwithstanding I ho vast
amounts of provisions of all kinds they
[have been accumulating for years.

Great Britain now has 200,000 men In

of her generals and supported nt an ex¬
pense which the British taxpayer may
well regard with dismay. At last, but
only afu-r having It hammered Into her
by repealed thrashings, she has taken
the renl measure of her antagonist and
has come to tho conclusion that he is
"not t-o easy" nfter all.
But tho kernel of the matter is this:

commanded by tho greatest

Has Croat Britain, oven now, ,m ade-
quato comprehension of the terrible
task before her brave fellows. nn<l does
slit; realise that what has already been
done, vast as it may appear, is In a
sense merely preparatory to what is to
come? "Bobs" hns marched his army
hundreds of mites from his real base
of supplies. With tin- retreat of tho
Boers from the Drakcnbers mountain
pusses, the release of General Bullcr
and the consequent capture of several
Free State towns, Huberts will be
enabled to establish a new base, via
Ladysmlth, at Durban on tho coast and

Pretorla-Delugoa Bay road is keenly
reit.

In view <>f ihr consistent attitude of
the Boers from the very first, having
avoided bo i":>r as possible noting on the
offensive, i>ut when pressed always
equal to every emergency, neither rx-
aggerallng their \i> lories nor depreci¬
ating their opponents, exhibiting tho
highest strategy and showing them¬
selves possessed of n remarkable re¬
serve strength .in view of these facts
the world awaits anxiously the next
move in their elaborate scheme of de¬
fense.
Opposed to Lord Roberts arc several

213 miles, and to Pretoria 290 miles.
Between the Vaal and Pretoria, and
only 37 miles southwardly from th»
Boer capital, lies the real hone of con¬
tention.the gold mines of the Hand,
which have nn output more than equal¬ing that of till other gold mines In the
world combined.

It Is only 16 years since gold was
found in South Africa, und 1", sine» the
first stamp mill was erected at Johan¬
nesburg, and yet from the comparative-
ly small area so far exploit, d gold to
the amount of nearly $400,000,000 has
'been already taken but.

These mines belong to the ultlanders,
though at present In the clutches of the
Boers, who have more thnn Intimated
that In event of the arrival of the Brit¬
ish army all will be destroyed. The out¬
put of the J.diantwsl'tirg mines run b<>
made to rise $3,000.000 annually, nnd, if
the Boers are unmob <ted. they can de¬
rive n revenue that will enable them to
continue their d- fens.' for many years
to come.In fact. ?.> long as their cour¬
age holds out. But it has been assert¬
ed, and as often den ed, that the mines
are already charged Ith dynamite, and
In case th? British liter Btld '..ike >.;-

session they will as. nd skyward tn the
grandest blaze of pyri tcchnb s vet con¬
ceived by man.

Speculation is rife rs to the probabil¬
ity of the 'Boers ing this, for they
could gam nothing by it but re> 11«,.
and the satisfaction of saddling Upon
the foreign stockholders Ii sses that
would be almost In onceh ible. But
Linger and his burghers have already
shown that patriotism is above every¬
thing In their estimation und freedom
more to them than gold or gems.
Thirty-seven miles beyond Johannes¬

burg, more than I.C 0 mites from Cape
Town. r>ll miles from the British port
of DÜrban and $48 inilles from the Por¬
tuguese harbor of Delagon Bay. lies
the great objective of all Lord Roberts'
efforts .Pretoria, capital city of the
Transvaal, nnd the probable Inst Im¬
portant stand of the Boers, it has a
population in time of peace of about
16.000. its streets are good, and it is
lighted by electricity and traversed by
surface ears. The most Imposing build¬
ing is the house of parliament, which
cost $1.000.000. On the opposite side of
the central square on which it stands
are the law courts, likewise grand and
of modern design. There are also a pub-
lie library, a market building erected at
a cost of $150,000, n museum contain¬
ing a fine collection of African curios
and churches of various denominations.
Prom natural springs three miles dis¬
tant the city gets a iv vor failing supply
ol pure water, und Unto Is u good sew¬
erage systi in.
While the approach to Pretoria from

Johannesburg and the south is compar¬atively level, over a vast and treeless
plateau, yet on the north, eas! and west
are rugged mountains, rising from 1.000
to 2.000 feet above the city, the general
level of which is 4..".''0 feet above the
sen. The contiguous, hills and adjacent
mountains have been fortified to the
limit of engineering Ingenuity. The
rides of the hills have been scarped,
their summits leveled and topped with
domes of masonry, Hille pits, bomb-
proofs, intricate lines or fortifications
have be. it constructed everywhere, un¬
til there is Hot a kopje without Its
frowning cannon.

Tlu- i>est engineers of Europe have
been for !7i years engaged i:i making
Pretoria as nearly Impregnable tis pos¬
sible, and Iii»» result !s not ail evident
ut a glance, for tii>- inn in features have
been kept secret. Moro than $10.000.0
has admittedly been expended, und

BIRDSEYE VIEW OF PRETORIA. SHOWING DEFENSES.
thus reduce the distance by 200 or 3"0
miles. He will then have two lines of
railroad behind and tributary to him
most of the way. and. with the fall of
Johannesburg or I'.I.tndsfonteln will se¬
cure a third, over which to roll supplies
from the coast to the Interior.

it is at this juncture that the neces¬
sity is felt fur n more direct line of
communication with the coast, and the
Inability of the British to control the

of the best Boer commanders, who
purpose contesting every mile of the
advance which, begun on tho 1st
Of May. pressed steadily onward at
the rate of about eight mlb's a day.
Tho aggressive force consisted of 35.000
men and 140 guns, with as many moro
quickly available In reserve. The dis¬
tance from Bloemfontoln to the Zand
river, reached on May 10, is 90 miles; to
Kroonstad 127 miles, to the Vaal river |

when tho fire of the bin cannon mount¬
ed all around It has been drawn, this
little city In the center of a teacup will
be literally In the crater bed of a vol¬
cano, the vortex of a fiery maelstrom
in which there is grave possibility that
the attacking or besieging parties will
be engulfed.
Much has* been written of tho great

guns which the Boers had mounted
on the hills about Ladysmlth, and

the highlands of the Transvaal and
Orange Free state. The British will
h ive to contest every step under Incpn«
celvable difficulties und must be pre-1
pared to fight on two or three fronts,
Then will begin a guerrilla war which
the British will not l>e able to endure."
Every prediction made by the astute,]Joubcrt has tome true up to the pres-1

ent time, for the Boers were invariably
victorious when carrying on their of¬
fensive operations In Natal, and, now
that they are concentrating on more
familiar territory, with the scope of
operations restricted, their base of sup¬
plies over nearer hnd, more than all,
their homes at hand, ho must be auda¬
cious indeed who will venture to refute
the great strategist'.-! conclusions.
Meanwhile there sits that sphinxlike

old spider Com Paul Kruger In the
heart of his web at Pretoria and spln-
ning tho threads that are, he fondly
expects, to enmesh "Little Bobs" and
his big army of stalwart Briton9. tie
and his close advisers alone can tell
whether or not Pretoria is to bo the
"last ditch" of the Boers or whether, as
an ultimate resort, they will blow up

: their elaborate fortifications and tlce to
'the hills. THOMAS H. JAMIESON.

most of which they succeeded In
bringing oft in their retreat. IJut
these, they pay, are as nothing
compared with those they have In
position on the hills around Pre¬
toria. And as to ammunition and
provisions.these also for ycarj have
been quietly accumulating and are
stored away for the weeks, months.if
need be years.wh"it Pretoria shall be
isolated from the outside world. The
great sieges of our century, particu¬
larly those of Plevna and of Paris,
have shown what man can subsist upon
at a pinch, and Sevastopol has furnish-
ed an example of what Intrenched sol¬
diers can do In tho way of resistance
to attacking masses.
A Inte employee of the T'nitcd States

government who recently visited Pre- j

£ClTpsE-öp TH£ srjfj
How the First Prediction of the Bark|
ening of "Old Soi" Was Received ;

by tho Ancient Myloniaus. \

The approach of the date of the total
eclipse of the sun makes Interesting the
following account of tha first, prediction
.>f an eclipse thouanndB of years ago by
n I'abyioninn who had given to the sub'
Ject jjjifetimo of study. The monument
reared to his memory was unfortunates
ly so defaced before the Importance, at
his achievement hart come to bo gerti

MAMMOTH SNAP SHOT CAMERA FOR THE ECLIPSE.
The illustration shows the skeleton framework of tho monster er.»/j gjwhich will he used to snap shot the eclipse of the nun as the area of to if i 'i\

passes over i'lnehurst. N. C. The framework, which is moro than 5*|j phlKh. was hullt at the Washington naval observatory. :r

Itorta snys! "I viewed tho defensei nnd
consider them Impregnable. I do not
believe English troops; will ever pass
the line of hills surrounding the town,
bristling as they are with high power
Krupp and (.'retis.it nuns.'-

All who have hail a glimpse of the
Pretoria fortifications are agreed that
the Doers are fully equipped for a se-
vere and protracted struggle and will
he able to hold the British off for an In¬
definite period. So long ami as last Oc-
toher General Joubert declared: "Ever

'since the Jameson raid of 1S96 out' gov¬
ernment was convinced that England
would be urged to war with us. and we
were equally sure thai we should have
to depend upon our own resource*.
Knowing this, we Improved our means
of defense and tried to keep the English
In the dark as to our real pr< paratlona.
To this purpose We gave their disguised
«ples access to our antiquated guns,
hut were careful to conceit) from them
all our modern parks Ol artillery. * . .

Th- English credited these misleading
reports . . * and their cry '("in to Pre¬
toria!' Is on n level of Intclltgi nee with
the Parisian cry of 1S70. *a Berlin!' A
war of defense would present for us
greater advantages than an offensive'war. for WO are perfectly at home In

orally understood that his naiit-V.
lost to posterity. The follow.*?.
nccount taken 1'rom "The Orbf^^y]en." a collection In book fornvVghlp f?:
of lectures delivered by Gendeftly'
by MucKnight Mitchel, th-y ^hll
warrior-astronomer: 'sens"This daring man. stern in
climbs alone to his rocky W°
greets the sun as he rises nr^vlde
tlie heavens, scattering brigtily r

glory in his path. Beneath hi
out the populous city, alreatrassu
with life ;tnd activity. The took oo

ing hum rises on the still airBgested
is the watching place of. jsJuraxtf"
astronomer. The thousands* 'n re

unconscious of his intens^?natoi
buoyant with life, Joyously jy, r*

i.uinds of business, their j^0"1"0'amusement. Tho sun slowlj,an3heaven, round and krtehjtthat
ed. The lono tenant '.to\ meaau
top almost begins .lat wal
sternness of his
11o iis* nfo"rr^viiy.
triurftph. long del/ly'!d. at length beglrii
to dawn; rt pnle Pnd sickly hue creeps
over tlie face ofjna'«re. The sun hag
reached his h!ghe&Lpolnt, but his splcftV'
dor ia dimmed, his ^S^t ls feeble. Ab¬
last it comes! Blacknes3^h»eatlng away, !<
his round disk; onward wft&slbw but}
steady pace the dark vell^.rnova.9,
blacker than a thousand nights; tha
gloom deepens, the ghastly hue of death'l
covers tlie universe, the last ray ia goni»
and horror begins! A wall of terror nilst
the murky air, the clangor of bVaaen .':
trumpets resounds, an agony of despalt*
dashes the 'stricken 'millions to tha
ground,'While that'lono man, erect on
his rocky summit, with arms outstretch-,
ed to heaven, pours forth the grateful
gushlngs of his heart to God, who had ;¦.
crowned his efforts with triumphant,
victory. Search the records of our raco
and point me, it you can, to a seena
more grand, more beautiful. It ls t<* tit?
the proudest victory that genius ever
won. It was the conquering of nature.;,
of Ignorance, of superstition, of terror,
nil at one blow, and that blow was
struck by a single arm. And now itfo
_y_ou demand the name of thia wonder- \
ful man? Ama, what a lessen ot *

instability of earthly fame are ;wa'|
taught by this simple, reeltaii He who-/,
had raised himself Immeasurably abovo ^
his race, who must have been regarded*,*,!
by his fellows as little less than a god,S*V
who had inscribed his fame on the Yurysp
heavens and had written it In the suifjp
with a 'pen of iron anAdraSwnoint vf.sn'-i
diamond,* even this. ..-.e nits' perished^
from tho earth. Name, age,' country. |
all aro swept into oblivion: but .hJ»!.l
proud achievement stands. The cicn- ^
ument reared to his honor stand«; and.vj:
although the touch ol time has effaced
the lettering- of his name. It Is powsr*
5jland cannot destroy the fruits Of frlft.-S.

victory."

BRITAIN'S BIT OS* ItOPK, 7

They have an Interesting ceremony at
Gibraltar. The town and fortress He «£'>'.;
the end of a peninsula about a rr-Sle-ari<£ :';

half long, the mainland being "SpauA;
dt territory. The gate leading to Spain-

is every evening locked at eunset an<i
every morning unlocked at stlmit-;. j
K.u-h day a company from one oi thui,
r-'giments performs one of these tut:C«
tu.ns. In the morning the «mpury,1;
fully officered, with colors flying aaä: ¦:

accompanied by a band, marcbes to the -,.
commundant'S) hou30. Tha company,
comes to attention, aud tha cumawn-^
d.tnt hands out tho keys on a velvet-
cushion. These aro received by tha can>' i
tain's orderly, tho band strikes up, artd.Jthe procession marches tö .tha g&tf^J
which is unlocked with greot 'ceremcoyfj8
in the evening tha same ceremony i.Jjjjwi
ilio reverse order is gone through. Ali-",
suspicious characters ura put out, of tha

'

town before the gates aro locked in tbVf^'
evening. _

'

MILAN'S LAV.Y LIFE.
The laziest of all the royalties Is the ]

ex-Kins Milan of Sevvja. Ho Is oever
afoot before 12 o'clock. When be rises, ."J
he sitn down half dressed to lunch.a\Jj
solid repast of heavy meats nnd rmä« j
dings anci wines. After luncheon l\& sß.
smokes a couple of cigar?.he IHtJS.rjJ
ih.-m very strong.then, if there is nqttj* ffl
ing very pressing to bo done, he r
back to bed and either reads or k-c
.<lcep a.s the fancy takes him. At i££
o'cl'ick ha is tip again, and R''*a^^^|
goes out in. search of amusement.-.juggiseldom .bacK at tho. pattf^^^Hdawn, when no tumbles teto had*


